27 March 2020

Dear Families and Caregivers
RE: Online Learning and Student Free Days
In light of recent government announcements for schools and increasing student
absenteeism at this time, I write to update you on changes to the learning
program at Norwood Morialta High School.
Yesterday the Minister for Education announced four additional student free
days from Monday April 6 to Thursday 9 April, Week 11 to support teachers in
readiness for quality online program delivery. These days will be in addition to our
previously scheduled student free day on Friday 3 April. NMHS students will
now finish their school term on Thursday 2 April and will be dismissed at 3:10pm.
The school will continue to provide care for students, who are not able to
continue their learning at home on the student free days, such as children of our
essential workers. These students will need to report to the cafeteria on the
Senior Campus each day, as the Middle Campus will be closed.
Due to these student free days and social distancing practices the school has
made the following arrangements:
 Postponing Year 8 Immunisations
 Providing Student Teacher Parent discussions for senior campus students
by phone or email in Weeks 10 and 11.
NB Teachers will prioritise Sage 1 & 2 students who achieved a C-, D or E
grade(s) and phone or email Parent / Caregivers.
Further to this I wish to advise that Norwood Morialta High School will be
introducing a new block timetable for all students and staff to support flexible
online learning. This will mean that students will have three blocks of subjects
each day and only two sessions per subject in a week. The new timetable will be
available to all students and parents via Daymap on Saturday 28 March.
To support all of our students, whether they are in the classroom or working from
home, our school will also be trialling online learning from Monday 30 March with
the new timetable structure in place. This will be a valuable opportunity for our
teachers to trial the new models of learning that they have been preparing and
then using the Student Free Days to further review and improve these practices.
I wish to remind families that the school has already published Online Learning
Guidelines for students on our website. This document will be further revised to
incorporate feedback from the online trial and additional information about
responsible student behaviour, procedures for absences, wellbeing support and
protocols for video-conferencing. These updated guidelines will be shared with
our community next week.
As we move to this new mode of learning we need to understand that online
learning may look different for everyone. Rather than sitting in a physical
classroom, students will now participate in a virtual classroom and connect with
their teacher and classmates through different online platforms. Teachers will use
a variety of online tools for different subjects and classes, however the message
remains consistent: Students will continue to remain focused, engaged and
supported in their learning to be successful – just in a different way.

he online lea
arning trial iti is expecte
ed that our students
s
will engage in
n a learning
During th
program for each su
ubject. Students will be required to
o:








ablish a routtine that inccludes gettin
ng ready forr a day of le
earning and checking
Esta
Daym
map each morning
m
Follo
ow their time
etable durin
ng the day. They will ne
eed to enga
age in each subject twice a
weekk and they will
w be direcctly contacte
ed by their teacher
t
at least once a week. Thiss
conta
act may varry and invollve video co
onferencing
g, class postts, google chats,
c
share
ed
colla
aborative do
ocuments orr Daymap/ Email
E
messsaging
Checck Daymap for all lesso
on instructio
ons and ressources, inccluding linkss to other
webssites and pllatforms
Dem
monstrate re
esponsible behaviour
b
as an online
e communityy member
Uplo
oad assessm
ment tasks o
on Daymap
p or One Drive (for larg
ger files), as
s per the tea
acher’s
instructions.
Conttact their tea
acher or Le
earning Com
mmunity Lea
ader via Da
aymap messsaging if the
ey
need
d support.

I am sure
e the home--based learn
ning experie
ence looks very differe
ent in the eyyes of our
the reality and
students.. With this in
n mind we understand
u
a challen
nge of stude
ents conneccting
with theirr learning fo
or every sch
heduled min
nute of their timetable every
e
day at home. We
e ask
that parents supportt middle cam
mpus students to perso
onalise their timetable so that theyy
e specific su
ubject requirements forr that day (in
n any orderr) and can actively
a
partticipate
cover the
in all sche
eduled vide
eo conference sessions
s, as comm
municated byy the teache
er through
Daymap.
Parents o
of middle ca
ampus students may also
a
like to consider
c
how
w they can combine a
school-ba
ased virtuall program with
w some ad
dditional ho
ome learning
g experiencces. I have
already h
heard some wonderful stories of parents
p
supp
porting and connecting
g life skills to
o
the learning, such ass changing a bike tyre (linked to te
echnology),, planning th
he next
oliday (Math
hematics and Budgeting
g), going on
n a virtual field trip (in Humanities)
H
),
family ho
reading together and
d viewing Ted
T talks, jus
st to name a few. This is truly the time to be
connecte
ed with each
h other, to reassure
r
ea
ach other an
nd to learn together.
t
Please be assured that
t
continuity of learning of all children, whetther they be
e at school o
or
home, an
nd the wellb
being of ourr children an
nd staff will be our high
hest priority..
We will ccontinue to keep
k
you informed of any
a addition
nal changess or updatess to the learrning
at Norwo
ood Morialta
a High Scho
ool and enco
ourage you to contact us should you
y have an
ny
queries with
w regard to the learn
ning or wellb
being of you
ur child in th
his new online learning
g
environm
ment.

Yours sin
ncerely

Jacqui va
an Ruiten
Principal

